200           ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTUKY.      CH. xxvn,

party of the Queen's County Militia broke away from their officers,
and began taking out the Orange cockades. An Orangeman
struck one of the soldiers. The soldier bayoneted him. ... I
fear the militia will be tainted from this religious quarrel, and
the United Irishmen, in order to seduce the militia and Catholics,
promise to join them both against the Orange boys. . . .Nothing
can be done till the heads of the United Irishmen can be taken
up.J c The United Irishmen are very active, and uniting with
the Defenders daily.' c The irritating conduct of the Orangemen,
in keeping up persecution against the Catholics, does infinite
mischief. It has been made the handle for seducing many of
the militia, and by information I have just received, I fear appre-
hensions respecting the militia are too true. Two fellows I em-
ploy, and who never deceive me, assure me that there are 700
militia in the garrison, Defenders, and that several of the officers
are infected.' c I own, I see nothing for the safety of this king-
dom but an addition of English troops, particularly cavalry, an
arming of the gentry, some scheme for reforming the militia, and
an effective staff, and I think a bold measure should be struck
against the persons and papers of the chief United Irishmen and
Defenders.'l 4 In consequence of the shameful supineness of
the magistrates,' wrote another important official from the Castle,
' the Orange boys are still permitted to continue their depreda-
tions in the North, with impunity. If this system of spoliation
is much longer acquiesced in by the magistrates, the sufferers
must be driven to despair, and, considering themselves put out
of the protection of the law, they will necessarily associate for
their own defence, and will become recruits to the Jacobin Club
established at Belfast. It is absolutely necessary that some
very vigorous measures should be adopted for the redress of this
crying grievance.'2

' We are aware, on our part,' wrote Camden himself, c that
the Orangemen in the North, and the Defenders, are only kept
down by the force which is stationed there; it is impossible to
have much confidence in some of the militia regiments, . . . not
much dependence is to be placed upon our generals.'3

Crimes, that were manifestly connected with  the United
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